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Acrs Xi. 24. 


For he was a good Man, and 


full of the holy Ghoſt, and of 


Faith: and much People 


Was added unto the Lord. 


1 er has more at Heart, than 
ll the Succeſs of the ever- bleſſed 
2 |T| 4 Goſpel, and the Inlargement 
of Cuntsr's Kingdom. 
5 = This is the main End of his 
— Of: and Miniſtry. For 
this a Miniſter lives, ſpeaks, and acts. This is 
is preſent Joy, and future Crown. He does 
not enter into the Church's Service to eat Her 
Bread, and bear an honourable Character 
ithin Her, but to work and labour for the 
onverſion of Souls. 

Now as the Faithfulneſs and Succeſs of the 
A Preachers of the Goſpel was, upon all Ac- 
ounts, moſt remarkable and eminent, I 
hought I could not do better Service at pre- 
ent, than to ſet theſe in a clear Light, and at 
he ſame Time ſhew the Grounds and Cauſes of 
A 2 
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you will find how the Dea 


our own ſorrowful Complaints upon that 
Head. | | 
Ir you look back to the 7 Verſes 

th of the Proto- 

Martyr St. Stephen, had contributed to the fur- 
ther Spreading of the Goſpel, and how thoſe 
who were dilpers'd and ſcattered abroad upon 
the Perſecution that aroſe thereupon, travelled as 
far as Phcenice,” Cyprus and Antioch, preach- 
ing the Word. And wer. 21. you are told, 
how the. Hand of the Lo RD was with them, 
(i. e. the mighty Power of GO pp) and a great 
Number believed, and turned unto the Lox p. 
And farther, wer. 22. When Tidings of theſe 
Things came to the Ears of the Church which was 
at Jeruſalem, how they quickly determin'd to 
{end forth Barnabas as far as Antioch to help on 
the good Work, to comfort and confirm the 


new Converts, and further to advance and | 


forward the glorious Progreſs of the Goſpel in 
that Place; Who when he came, and had ſen 
the Grace of GO D, was glad. O what Matter 
of unſpeakable Joy and Delight is the Succels 
of the Goſpel to good Miniſters! It follows, 
And exhorted them with Purpoſe of Heart to cleave 
to the Lo RD. He prayed em to continue 
in the Grace of Gop, in which he found em, 
and with a firm and unſhaken Reſolution ad- 
here to the Faith they had received. 

TuEN follow the Words of the Text: 

Fork he was a good Man, and full of the Hoh 
Ghoſt, and of Faith : And much People were ad- 
ded to the Lo RD. 

In which Words we have, (I.) An ho- 
nourable Character given of Barnabas, He ws 
a good Man. 

( (2.) An Account of the further Succeſs of 
the Goſpe), and the Addition of Many more 
2 8 Converts, 
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Converts, by his Preaching, and much People 
was added to the Lo RD. i ; 
(I.) Ws have in the Text an honourable 
Character given by the Holy Ghoſt of Barnabas, 
He was a good Man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
of Faith. You ſee, thoſe that honour Gor, Gop 
will honour ; where-ever the Goſpel is publiſh'd, 
this Character of Barnabas is preſerved and 
recorded to his everlaſting Honour and Praiſe 
in the Churches. He was 4 good Man, i. e. 
a Man of excellent Graces, for theſe are before 
Gifts, and make up the beſt and brighteſt Part 
of Barnabas's Character. He was a good Man, 
i. e. eminently ſo; with an Emphaſis, a good 
Man : A Man of eminent Holineſs and Inte- 
grity. Moreover, a kind and charitable Man; 
a Man of a large and generous Soul ; emi- 
nent for good Works, of which he gave the 
World a glorious Inſtance but juſt before, ha- 
ning fold his Eſtate and Lands, and brought the Adds iv. 
Money, and laid it at the Apoſtles Feet : A Man 335. 
chat had thus, by his own Example, ſhewn 
others how to deſpiſe and contemn the Ho- 
, MW 2ours and Riches of this World, and leave all, 
and come and take up their Croſs, and fol- 
e low Crurisr. A Man of an excellent Spirit 
too, a Man made up of Love, Sympathy, 
. YH kindneſs and Benevolence; a Man of a ten- 
der, melting, affectionate, pitiful, and com- 
paſſionate Temper and Diſpoſition; and for 
dis Reaſon, called by the reſt of the Apoſtles 
/-W Barnabas, a Son of Conſolation. Add to all this 
too, a Man full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of Faith ; Ve, 28. 
»-W which may import both his excellent Gifts : 
„and Accompliſhments, and his flaming Zeal 
in the Exerciſe of them. A Man richly qua- 
hd, and abundantly furniſhed for the Work 
he was called to. Full of the Holy Ghoſt, i. e. * 
the 
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the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; as the Gift of 
Tongues, &c. And of Faith, i. e. a Faith of 
working Miracles. And ſo alſo a Man of 
flaming Zeal in the Exerciſe of them. A Man 
abundant in Labours, and Travels, and Ha- 
zards, and Dangers, and ready on all Occa- 
fions to ſerve his Lo RD and MASTER in the 
moſt difficult and arduous Enterprizes: Thus 
you find, hen the Gentile World is to be con- 
verted, Barnabas and Saul ſeparated to this 
Piece of extraordinary Service. And ſo much 
for his Character. A good Man, and full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, &c. 
(2.) You have alſo in the Text, an Ac- 
count of the farther Succeſs of the Goſpel, by 
the Preaching of this good Man; And much Peo- 
ple was added to the Lo RD. As One obſerves 
here, © His good Works accompanying his 
good Preaching ; and his good Life ſe- 
* conding his good Doctrine, was a great 
* Means of the Converſion of ſo many.“ 
Here take Notice therefore, That Barnabas; 
excellent Character, was that which contributed 
to his Succeſs; and of Conſequence, how 
much the Succeſs of a Miniſter's Preaching 
depends hereupon : Much People was added to 
the LORD. Many before Barnabas came, but 
Many more after; Much People. A Multitude, if 
as it is in the Original, was added to the Loks. 
O what happy Times were theſe! And will Pre 
they never return? Has the Good SPIRIT 
taken his everlaſting Flight? 
Tux Words being thus explain'd, I ſhall 
reduce what I have to ſay on them to the 
following Heads. 


L184 conſider the Succeſs of the firſ 
Preachers of the Goſpel. F 
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II. Sttw what conduced to this extraordinary 
Succeſs. 


MI. Huus Lv enquire into the Grounds and 
Cauſes of the Want of the like Succeſs in 
our Times. And ſhew that this muſt be in 
a great Meaſure reſolved into the Defects of 
Goſpel Miniſters. 


IV. APPLY. 


I. I Am to conſider The great and eminent 
| Succeſs of the firſt Preachers of the 0 Much 
People were added to the Lox p. Their Succeſs was 
very great and aſtoniſhing. CurisT had told 
t. Peter, when he call'd him to leave his Ships 
sand Nets, That He would make him 4 Fiſber Matth ;, 
F Men ; and accordingly the firſt Time he let 1g. * 
t down the Goſpel-Net for a Draught, there 
»vere taken three thouſand Souls. The ſame Day Acts ii. 
's Withere were added unto them about three Thouſand 4'- 
d Souls, And a little after in the ſame Chapter, 
w ve read, That the Lo RD added to the Church Ver. 47. 
gi ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. And that this Suc- 
to ers ſtill continued, appears by what we read 
ut Negain, Aﬀs v. 14. And Believers were the 
le, Pore added to the Lo Rn D, Multitudes both of 
b. Her and Women. And again, ch. vi. ver. 7. we 
ill Fre told, That the Word of the Lo R D encreaſed, 
114 the Number of Diſciples multiplied greatly 
1 Jeruſalem; and, which is very remarkable, 
1all great Company of the Prieſts, thoſe bitter and 
che aplacable Enemies of CHRIST, became obe- 
tent to the Faith, 
Taz firſt Preachers of the ever-bleſſed 
Poſpel no ſooner ſet up the Standard of the 
roſs, diſplay'd the Banners of the L a us, 


and 
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and made Proclamation. of the Glad: tidings, 
but numerous Converts came in from all 
Quarters to inliſt themſelves. Tis aſtoniſh- 
ing to conſider what Progreſs the Goſpel 
made, in a very little Time, in Spite of all 
the Learning, Power, Authority, Enmity, and 
mad Rage of its incenſed Enemies: How 
the greateſt Perſecutors turn d zealous Preach- 
ers thereof; and how its bittereſt Oppoſers, 
became its trueſt Friends and Defenders. Ti; 
amazing to conſider, how the Glad-Tiding: 
ſpread from Country to Country, flew from 
Shore to Shore, and how diſtant and remote 
Nations quickly own'd and ador'd a Crucified 
Saviour: And where-ever this glorious Light 
came, Darkneſs fled before it, idolatry diſ- 
appear'd, the Kingdom of Satan ſunk, and 
Devils gnaſh'd their Teeth and gave up their 
Prey: And tis {till Matter of greater Surprize 
and Admiration, to fee Men fo eaſily quit 
their old Rites and Cuſtoms, which were 
dear to them, and their Luſts and Corrupti- 
ons, which were dearer ; and inſtead hereof, 
enibrace a new Religion, with all its ſevere 
Rules of Holineſs, Patience, Mortification 
and Self-denial, and take up a Croſs, and glory 
in it. And what {till inhances this wonderful 
Succeſs more yet, co conſider all this brought 
about without Fraud or Force, without Ar- 
mics or Inquiſitions, without wordly Riches or 
Intereſt ; all theſe Changes and Revolutions 
effected, and the World as it were new-mo 
delld by the plain and naked Simplicity 0 
the Goſpel; and all this glorious Succeſs obtain'd 
by Purity, by Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, ' 
Kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned 
by the Herd of Truth, by the Lower of God, 0 
the eArmeur of Righteouſneſs, on the Right Han 
and on the Left, ; Ax! 
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Amp thus you ſee the glorious Succeſs of 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel. 
I PROCEED 


II. To ſhew what conduced to this extra- 
18 Succeſs of the firſt Preachers of the Go- 
pel. 
Turks were ſeveral Things you muſt know 
that concurred hereunto. 
I. Thty were extraordinary Men. 
2. Tur Time and Occaſion was extraor- 
dinary. 
| 3- They made Ule of extraordinary 
Means. 
| 4. Tu ER was a more than ordinary Diſ- 
| poſition in this Age towards the Reception of 
ri che Goſpel. 
2 1. THEY were extraordinary e Men, that 
it were firſt imploy'd in Publiſhing the Glad- 
cl Tidings : Men of great Eminency in Goodneſs, 
i-M (as you heard but now by the Character of 
fl Barnabas) e Men full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of 
re Faith, and as the Text intimates, this very 
much conduced to the Succeſs of their Mini- 
ſtry. I grant, that Succeſs is neither of Paul 
that planteth, nor of eApollos that watereth, but 
all of, and from Go Dp, ho giveth the Increaſe : 
However, we muſt allow, that Go p owns 
Men of extraordinary Grace, and Faith, and 
Holineſs, above other Men, and does great- 
er Things by ſuch, than by others. Their 
being ſuch Men therefore did not a little con- 
tribute to their extraordinary Succeſs, as being 
hereby under a peculiar Guidance, Direction 
and Blefling : They were Apoſtles and Ma- 
Wl ffer-Builders, Men that had ſeen the Loro; 
.»4 they could ſay, wich St. Fohn, That - which we , John i. 
i have beard, which we have ſeen with our Eyes, 1—3. 
aer, 
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which we have looked upon, and our Hands ba ve 0 
handled of the Word of Life, that declare we unto 
you, &c. They were great Men, and great 1 
Grace was upon them, and ſo great Thing, 
were done by them. They were burning and hy 

ming Lights, and diffus d an uncommon Lu- ;x 
ſtre both by their Doctrine, and by their 


Lives. Their Hearts and Lips were touch'd * 
by a lively Coal from the Altar, and their Se 
Faces ſhone as being juſt come down from jor 
Mount Olivet, where they had been with 

God; and both on that Mount, and on the ar 
Day of Pentecoft, and ever after, there was en 


ſuch a plentiful Effuſion of the Spirit of Go» 
upon them, as form'd them for great and ex- 
traordinary Undertakings. 

2. Tu Time and Occaſion alſo was extraor- 
dinary They were to plant, you muſt 
know, the Chriſtian Church, and lay the 
Foundations for a glorious Superſtructure ; 
and in this Work, they were to be made ; 
Speftacle to the World, to Angels and Men, and 
therefore Gop was with them in a peculiar 
Manner. Twas needful that the firi# Ad- 
vances of ſuch a Work ſhould be great and 
conſiderable, and that ſome more than or- 
dinary Progreſs ſhould be made in the Beg in- 
»ing, as the Church now lay more expos'd and 
liable to be inſulted, and cruſh'd in its In- 
fant- State. Upon this Account, the Hand of 
the LORD was more remarkably 3th them at 
this Time; and GOD made their Work to 
proſper exceedingly. Thus GOD of Old 
proſper'd the Building of the Wall of Jeruſa- 
lem in the Hands of Nehemiah and his Com- 
vi. 15, 16. pany, at a critical Juncture; ſo that in fifty 
Days Time, or thereabouts, the Wall was 
raiſed, and the Gates ſet up, and the > rt 

urch 
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Church ſecur d againft any ſudden Attempts of 
their malicious Enemies, in thoſe Days, who 
were conſtrain'd to acknowledge, that the Work 
was of GO D. Both theſe great Deſigns of Re- 
building and Raiſing a Church for Go», owed 
their eminent Proſperity and Succeſs, to the 
extraordinary Time and Seaſon, in which they 
were undertaken, and to the peculiar Bleſſing 
and Preſence of Go p with the Undertakers up- 
on that eAccount. 

3. Tur made uſe of extraordinary Means, 
and this further conduced to their great and 
eminent Succeſs. They had the Power of 
working eMiracles, which contributed ex- 
ceedingly to the Spreading of the Goſpel. 
They were bid, Go into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel, and promiſed, that thoſe Mark xt 
Signs ſhould follow them. In my Name ſhall they wg 8 

if caſt out Devils, and they ſhall ſpeak with new _ 
8 Tongues, they ſhall rake up Serpents, and if they wren 
' 8 drink any deadly Thing it ſhall not hurt them; 
they ſhall lay Hands on the Sick, and they ſhall 
recover. And accordingly its ſaid, They went 
forth and preached every-where, the LoR D Work- 
| BY ing with them, and confirming the Word with Signs 
" 8 following. They had other «Means of con- 
- Þ vincing their Hearers, if Sermons would not 
ao it. Theſe bleſſed Perſons where-ever they 
„came, carry'd their divine Credentials in 
/ their Hands, and ſhewed the Broad-Seal of 
Heaven affix'd to the Commiſſion, and were 
ready to appeal to the Senſes, as well as the 
Underſtandings of their Hearers, which gave 
ſuch Authority to their Preaching, as no Body 
could gain-fay, and Nothing could ſtand be- 
fßpore. Their Way was to preach a Sermon, and 
then work a e Miracle for its Confirmation, as 
vou find in the Caſe of Sergius Paulus, Acts 
* — 
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xiii. 7. compar'd with xi. 12. And at Lyfra, 
ch: xiv. 7, 8. Now who ſees not the Efficacy 
of ſuch powerful Means, under a divine In- 
fluence and Bleſſing too? What Succeſs might 
not Men reaſonably expect that bore ſuch a 
Commiſſion, and ſo glorioully atteſted by 
Heaven in the Sight of all Men? Who could 
ſtand before the Authority of ſuch Preachers, 
who went forth in the Name of the Lo RD? 
Gov alſo bearing them Witneſs, both with Signs, 
and Wonders, and divers Miracles aad Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

4. THERE Was alſo an extraordinary Diſpo- 
ſit ion in this Age towards the Reception of the Go- 
ſpel; and this was another Thing that con- 
duc'd to the great Succeſs of it in thoſe Days. 
The World, you muſt know, was over- ſpread 
with Darkneſs at the firſt breaking forth of 
this glorious LIGHT. The Jes were bur- 
dened with a Yoke of Ceremonies, which 
Burden too had been encreas'd by their 
Prieſts, beyond the Commandment of Gov; 
and were now alſo, by the Concurrence of 
ſeveral Things, big with the Expectation of 
the promiſed eMeſſias. The Gentiles, as well 
as Jeu, were at the fame Time under a cruel 
Oppreſſion and Tyranny of Devils, as ap- 
pears by their Oracles and the vaſt Number of 
po ſſeſsd Perſons, juſt at the Time of Curisr's 
Coming. The Devil was now come down in 
great Wrath knowing that his Time was but ſhort. 
All theſe Things diſpoſed this Age for the Re- 
ception of the Goſpel, and to Welcome the 
Glad-Tidings of Peace and Liberty. Not to 
mention the generous Spirit of thoſe Times, 
which they gave abundant Proofs of in offer- 
ing their Eſtates, Lands and Poſſeſſions, a 
Voluntary Sacrifice for the Goſpel, whic' 
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ſhew'd a Diſpoſition not common in other 
Ages, and which muſt be of ſpecial Advan- 
tage to the Succe/s thereof. 

AND thus I have ſhewn you. what con- 
duc d to the extraordinary Succeſs of the Go- 


ſpel in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 
IPROCEED 


III. HyumBry to enquire into the Grounds 
and Cauſes of the Want of the like Succeſs in our 
Time? And to ſhew, that this is in a great Mea- 
ſure to be reſolved into the Defetts of thoſe that 
reach the Goſpel. 

I Grant, there might be ſeveral other 
Grounds and Cauſes aſſign d of the Want of Suc- 
*/s of the Goſpel in our Times. But not 
to trouble you with theſe at preſent, I ſhall 
confine myſelf to thoſe that concern us Mi- 
niſters, as the Text directs me, in which, we 
have a plain Intimation given us, how much 
the Succeſs of the Miniſtry depends upon thoſe 
that are employ d in it; He was a good Man, 
&. And much People were added to the LORD; 
which manifeſtly implies, that as the Good 
Qualities, and eminent Attainments of Mi- 
niſters advance their Succeſs ; ſo the Want of 
theſe good Qualities, and the Detects of 
Goſpel Miniſters, retard and hinder it, 

'T1s true, the Time and Occaſion is not the 
ame; we are not Planting the Chriſtin 
Church, but Building it up. The Days cf 
Miracles are ceas'd, and we have not the Ad- 
Yantages of having ſeen the Lord, · or of working 
Wonders in his Name: However, the Goſpe! 
5 che fame, and the Power of Go the fame, 
ind we have no Reaſon to doubt, but that God 
5 as ready as ever to render our Miniliry /uc- 
al, and to breathe a Bleſſing upon our 
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Endeavours, if there were not Something 
both on eur, and our Peoples Part, that ob- 
ſtructs the bleſſed Deſign, and grieves the 
Good SPIRIT. This is the Reaſon there 
is ſo little Good done by Preaching in our 
Times. | 

Wi do not ſo much want their extraordina- 

Gifts and Miracles, but we want their Go» 
to help and forward our Work, and make it Net. 
ſucceſsful : And that we want the divine Con- din: 
currence, is owing very much to our Defects et 
as Miniſters, as well as to our Peoples. poO 

AN PD here now, as it becomes me, I ſhall ſtan 
be very humble and ſerious in my Enquiry WV 
into this Matter. Give me Leave then, to nd 
mention three grand Defects in Miniſters, 1 V 
which very much obſtruct the Succeſs of the N 


. on 
Goſpel * 
1. Want of Capaciry. ar 
2. WANT of CHARACTER. _ In 
z. WANT of Convpucr. ** 

n 

Derrers under each of theſe Heads, 5 to 
have a very bad Influence. The firſt Preach-M, El 
ers of the Goſpel had better Heads, and better. be 
Hearts, and better Management; and there-W Na 
fore tis no Wonder they had more Succeſs. a Ch, 
Tu firſt Defect then to be conſider d ien 


Want of Capacity. Where there are not &rea 
due Dualifications for the Work of the Mini * th 
ſtry, there cannot be expected that Succef fen 
And without any Reflections, Are theſe Hat 
liſtcat ions to be found among a great man) uud! 
Pretenders to the Miniſtry, who had mud Ken 
better keep to their own Trade and Buſineß ed 
or even among a great many ignorant Rez inskil 
«ers and Curates, that never duly ſtudy darn 4 
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Work and Buſineſs of a Goſpel Miniſter ? I 
ſpeak aot this withour Ground. If it be 
laid, That Gop needs no Man's Learning 
nor Underſtanding, to do his Work; ſo, as 
One well ſays, He as little needs their Igno- 
rapce. The ObjeRion, of the Apoſtles being 
originally ſuch Poor, illiterate Men, is No- 
thing to the Purpoſe; for as they had an 
extraordinary Call, ſo they had an extraor- 
dinary Furniture from on High. They com- 
menced Doctors per ſaltum, and from being 
poor, ignorant Mechanicks, were in an In- 
tant, by divine Infuſion, advanc'd to the ve- 
Top of humane Knowledge, Learning, 
» Wand excellent Accompliſhments. 

War can be expected then, from blind 
ud ignorant Guides, of whatſoever Denomina- 
ion and Perſuaſion? Is the Office and Work 
of the Miniſtry a Function and Employment 
tat every Body is fit for? © Is it ſuch a 
* ſmall Matter to Preach the Goſpel, to 
" Expound the Holy Scriptures, to Watch 
* and Guide a Flock, to Govern and Feed ir, 
to ſupply all its Occaſions, to Exerciſe Diſ- 
© Cipline ; to Reprove, and Exhort, and to 
* be accountable in ſome Senſe for the Sal- 
e. vation of ſuch a Number of Souls? Is this 
Charge that every Body is fit for, and that 
i; Nen the moſt ignorant and unskiltul may un- 
nolllertake? Does any One enter with Succeſs, 
ini en the Buſineſs of a Lawyer, or Phyſician, or 
ce(W'<2 of an ordinary Trade, without due Pre- 

rations, and ſuitable Accompliſhments ? 
nd is the Work of the Miniſtry to be under- 
aken with leſs Caution, or like to be ma- 
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uch 


geb aged with Succeſs by unexperienced and 
re nskilful Men? I very much doubt this is one 
eat Cauſe and Ground of ant of Succeſs 
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in many Places, and Pariſhes throughout the MW n 
Land. What Effect can the Miniſtry of ſuch V 
Men be reaſonably expected to have? "Twas b 


Hoſ. iv.6. a grievous Complaint that Go p made, «34 


Ver. 9. 


m 
People are deſtroyed for Lack of Knowledge : For C. 
Lack of Knowledge, in whom? Why, in 
their Prieſts, as it follows in the next Words, 
Becauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge, I will re- 
ject thee, that that ſhalt be no Prieſt to me. And 
by this Means it came to paſs that they ſoon 
became like People, like Prieſt. 

Ir it be ask'd, What Knowledge a Mini. 
ſter ſhou'd have, I anſwer very briefly, 

(1.) KNowLzEDGE eſpecially of the H- 
Iy Scriptures ; the Perfection of his Knowledge 
ſhould lie here. | 

(2.) Art other Kinds of uſeful Know- 
ledge and Learning, are of ſpecial Advantage 
to him. He is an ill Maſon (as One ſays) that 
refuſeth any Stone. So there is no Kind ol 
Knowledge, but what in a skilful Hand ſerves 
to ſome good Purpoſe or other. 

(3.) KnowLEtDGE of Alen, as well 1: 
Things, is fit for a Miniſter, *© A Miniſter (a 
* One ſays) ſhould be acquainted wich the 
* Heart of Man, and be of a ſagacious and 
* diſcerning Spirit, of a true and exact Judg 
© ment. 

(4.) KnowLepGs of Duty in difficul 
aud critical Caſes. Herein lies the greatell 
Ability of a Miniſter, to be able, in difficult 
and diſputable Caſes, to lead his People exad 
ly inthe Way of Duty: As in the many in 
tricate and perplex'd Caſes of a doubrtull Con 
ſcience ; in the juſt Meaſures of Convictio 
or of Reſtitution ; How, or in what Reſped 
Actions differently circumſtantiated, are di 
or not. 
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Fon Lack of ſuch Knowledge in Miniſters, 
many Times the People periſh. And to the 
Pant of this, we may in a great Degree attri- 
, W bute the ſmall Succeſs of the Goſpel. And fo 
much for the firſt Defec of Miniſters, Want of 
Capacity. | 
n 2. ANOTHER grand Defect in Goſpel Mi- 
„ niſters, and which very much obſtructs the 
- WW Succeſs of their Preaching is, Want of CH a- 
dcr R. I mean, ſuch a Character as Bar- 
nba had in the Text, for Grace and Holineſs. 
We want ſuch Eminency of Character, to give 
Weight to our Sermons. And is it any Won- 
der that we who come ſo far ſhort of the firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel in Character, come ſo 
far ſhort of their Succeſs ? He was a good Man, 
and full of the Holy.Ghoſt and of Faith, and much 
People were added to the Lox Db. They had 
not only better Heads, but better Hearts too. 
We do not only want their Meaſure of Gifts, 
but their Meaſure of Grace and Goodneſs too. 
In thoſe Days Goſpel Miniſters preach'd as 
much by their holy and ſhining Lives, as by 
| 25Ftheir Doctrine. But how little of this Kind 
(of Preaching is to be. found at this Day? 
the lnſtead of this, how many Miniſters through- 
and out the Land, are undoing by their Character, 
idgFwhat they are attempting by their Office : Hc- 
ouring CHRIST by their Doctrine, and be- 
culitray ing Him by their Lives: Building up the 
ate Church with one Hand, and pulling ic down 
.culvich the other. Where ſuch Miniſters make 
atone Convert by their Preaching, they make 
/ inflnany more Atheiſts by their. Living. How 
conan it ever be expected, that Men of ſuch a 
t10bara&ter ſhould advance the Church's true 
p:a@ntereſts, who are viſibly Sapping, and Under- 
 >inFſaining its very Foundations, and conſpiring 
| wach 
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with open Enemies to deſtroy it? They may 
Cry as long as they will, The Temple of the Lord, 
the Temple of the Lord : But how can the Peo- 
ple think that theſe Men honour the Temple, 
while they themſelves, above all Men, defile 
and pollute it ? Are thoſe Men like to perſuade 
the World to be Followers of a crucified Jesvs, 
who are themſelves the greateſt Enemies of the 
Croſs of Cuxisr, whoſe God is their Belly, whoſe 
Glory is in their Shame, and who mind earthly 
Things ? How ſhould they ever think to per- 
ſuade others to take them for their Guides to 
Heaven, who while they pretend to ſhew 
them the Way, take another Road themſelves, 
before their Eyes? Can any hope thus long 
to impoſe upon the Underſtandings of their 
Hearers? Do they imagine, they do not eye 
their Examples more than their Preaching, and 
meaſure their Sermons by their Character ? 
"Tis much if the deluded People do not one 
Time or other recover their Senſes, and dil- 
cover the Deſigns of ſuch Men. 

Bur beſides the Miſchief done by Men of 
a bad Character, I mean flatly looſe and pro- 
fligate in their Lives; how much Injury does 
the Goſpel receive in Regard of its Succeſs, 
from the Want of a more eminent and elevated 
Character in the beſt? Where is that ſhining 
Holineſs of Heart and Life, even in thoſe that 
ſhould draw Men to CuRIis T? How low does 
the Character of Goſpel Miniſters run at this 
Day? What ſad and lamentable Decays of 
the Power of Godlineſs, even there where 
the Life and Soul of Religion might be ex- 
peed ? How ſmall the Attainments of ſuch 
who have Advantages above all other Men 
of drawing near to Gop? How little the 


Progreſs and Advances of thoſe, who oy 7 
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lead the Way, and ſhew others the Path to Life 
and Glory ? This certainly is another Thing 


that very much obſtructs the Succeſs of the 


Goſpel among us. When People ſee their 
Miniſters live ſo much like the Reſt of the 


World, and make no greater Advances than 
their Neighbours in ſtrict Piety and Religion 
which they talk ſo much of in the Pulpic, an 
mind ſo little out of it; What good Fruit can 
be expected from their Preaching ? 

Atas! if we were to compare ourſelves 
with theſe firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, of 
whom we have been ſpeaking, how vaſtly 
ſhort do we come? 


We want their ardent Love to Gop and 
Souls. 

W want their peaceable, healing Spirit. 

We want their diſintereſted Humility and 
Self-denial. 

Ws want their generous Contempt of this 
preſent World. 

WE want their ſtrong Faith, and affecting 
Views of another. 

AnD who perceives not, how much our 
Defects in all theſe Inſtances, obſtruct and 
hinder the Succeſs of our Miniſtry. 

To begin wich the firſt, 

W s want their ardent Love to Gop and Souls. 
Who can read the Account of Barnabas's V ili- 
tation of the Church at Antioch, and not ob- 
ſerve with what a flaming Love to Go p and 
Souls, that good Man was acted: Who when 
be came, and had ſeen the Grace of Gov, was glad, 
&c.? We want, my Brethren, ſuch a Spirit a- 
mong Goſpel Miniſters in our Days. O where 
is there among us ſuch an Affection to the In- 
tereſt of our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, ſuch 
earneſt Deſires, or ſuch an impatient Thirſk 
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for the Converſion of Souls? How little are 
we concern'd about, or mov'd with the Syc- 
ceſs of the Goſpel, either in our own, or in 
our Neighbour Churches? With what a care- to 
leſs and negligent Hand do we ſcatter the pre- of 
cious and immortal Seed, without obſerving, 
or regarding its Growth or Succeſs ? Where 
are the Miniſters in our Days, that travail in 
Birth to fee CRRISH formed in their Hearers ? 
Or that are ready with the Goſpel to impart their =. 
own Souls to em? Inſtead of having the Care 
and Concern of all the Churches upon us, how 
little do we lay to Heart the State and Con- 0 
dition of our own Flocks, and how ſeldom : 
has their Salvation a Room in our firſt, and Pri 
laſt, and mid-night Thoughts ? oth 
Ho much the Want of ſuch a Spirit hin- % 
ders the Sxcceſs of the Goſpel, I leave you to n 
judge. * 
 Acain, We want their peaceable, healing Vit 
Spirit and Temper, Our Parties, Diviſions and the. 
Animoſities, whether ſecret, or open, have . 
been very fatal to the Intereſts of Religion in Roc 
our Days. Theſe have weaken'd our Hands, NS, 
hinder'd the mutual Confidence there ſhould Nas 
be between the Servants of the ſame Maſter, er) 
and very much obſtructed the good Work. the : 
Tis true, Barnabas and Paul once fell out 
by the Way ; but this is but a ſingle In- 
ſtance, to ſhew the Frailties of both, and 
to give Gon an Opportunity of over-ruling it 
for the farther Spreading of the Goſpel : And 
I doubt nor, after all, that they parted in more 
Love than we uſually do on ſuch Occaſions. 
O my Brethren then, if we have any Regard 
to the Succeſs of this bleſſed Cauſe, let yet alli 
Parties among us agree to drop their Strife 
and Quarrels, and turn the Edge of their In- 
wot dignation 
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dignation and Reſentments againſt the King- 
dom of Darkneſs. I am ſure theſe Things give 
afflicting Thoughts to the Sons of Peace, and 
to thoſe who have at Heart the true Intereſts 
of Religion. I could be content (ſaid once 
© good Miniſter, when Preaching before 
* an Aſſembly of his Brethren) to be imme- 
© diately carry'd from this Pulpic to my 
* Grave, if this might be a Means to heal 
* the bleeding Wounds of the Church. ” 
Acain, We want the diſintereſted Humility 
and Selſ-denial of thoſe firſt Preachers of the Go- 
ſpel. They preached not themſelves, but Chriſt ; 
Lught not themſelves, pleas d not themſelves. 
Pride and Self-ſeeking in Miniſters has been an- 
other great, and main Obſtruction to the Suc- 
% of the Goſpel in our Days. How Few a- 
o nong us have either firſt undertaken, or after- 
N vards proſecuted the Work of the Miniſtry, 
2 with ſuch humble, and diſintereſted Views, as 
d they did? How apt have we been to ſer up our 
„e own Honour, Reputation or Intereſt in the 
in Room of CHrrsT's? How baſely has Pride and 
s, elf infinuated into our Hearts; how ſecretl 
14 bas the killing Poy ſon wormat itſelf into the 
er, Nrery Conſtitution of our Souls, and eat out 
Tk. Iche very Vitals of all our Zeal for Go p and 
ut Religion? How many good Deſigns has ic 
In- (corrupted ? How many admirable, and uſe- 
nd Ful Projects has it marrd? How many ex- 
uit Neellent Sermons has it ſpoild ? And what a 
nd laſt and Curſe has it brought upon all our 
ore {Attempts and Endeavours ? True, the Light of 
ns. Har good Works ſhould ſhine befote Men, but to 
ard Nhat End, not that we ſhould have the Glo- 
all N, but that others ſeeing our good Works, ſhould 
fes eri our Father which is in Heaven. Lord, 
la- (lays One) how difficult, and ee 
** this 
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touſneſs and Earthly- mindedneſs; It debaſet! 


© this Step! How hard to ſhine only for 
© Gov, to act only for Heaven? *Tis ve- 
ry remarkable, that the great Fore-ranner of 
Cunts r, who was in his Time & burni 
and ſhining Light, calls himſelf only 4 Vice, 
When they ask d him, Who he was? I am th: 
Voice, ſays he, of One crying in the Wilders 
eſs, &c. A Miniſter, if poſſible, ought: to 
be only a Voice to be heard and obey'd; but not 
ſeen or taken Notice of. He ſhould, with this 
fame John the Baptiſt, Point to Js vs, and di- 
rect all the Peoples Eyes to Him alone; Beboli 
the Lamb of Gov, &c. Our Pride and Self ſeeking 
then, has been another great Obſtruction to 
our Succeſs. Tis oblerv'd of Moſes, That be wiel 
not that bis Face ſhone when he came down from 
the Mount, though all the Congregation off 
Hrael obſerved it. And when he underſtood 
it, he put a Veil thereon, | 
AGain, We want their generous Contempt 0 
this preſent World, to render aur Labours ſucceſs 
ful. The Man whoſe Character my Text bears, 
and who was bleſſed with ſuch eminent Suc- 
ceſs, was one of thoſe who having Land, ſill 
it, and brought the Money and laid it at ti. 
eApoſtles Feet. Such a Dilpoſition as this wa 
a good Preparation for, and gave an encouſ 
raging Proſpect of his future Uſefulneſs inf 
the Church: And if not the ſame Thing, ye: 
the ſame bleſſed Temper and Principle, is un 
doubtedly requir'd in the Miniſters of out 
Times; and perhaps ſcarce any Thing hal 
been a greater Obſtruction to the Succeſs offs - 
the Goſpel, than the contrary Temper, Ther in 
is no Sin that more directly thwarts the mais 
Ends of our Miniſtry, than the Sin of Cov 


our Honour; It degrades our Character; * 
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defears all Hopes of Succeſs, and gives the lye 
Bl co all we ſay of the ſurpaſſing Excellencies and 
Glories of another World: For this Reaſon 
4 
q 


no Man living diſcover'd a greater Contempt 
of che World, and all its Riches and Gran- 
deur, than the Primitive Preachers. They Cowe- 
tel no Man's Silver nor Gold nor Apparel. And 
it ought to be one of the diſtinguifhing Cha- 
racers of a Goſpel e Miniſter, to the End of 
the World, "That he is not greedy of filthy Lucre. . T; 
„is Matter of juſt Amazement therefore, to iii. 3. 
ſe thoſe in our Days, whoſe whole Buſineſs 
it is to take off other Mens Hearts from this 
reſent World, fo eagerly graſping at it them- 
ſelves. In the Name of GoDp, what do ſuch 
Miniſters mean? Is it Go p or Mammon the 
ire ſerving? I am ſure the Intereſts of the 
oſpel can never be promoted by Men of ſuch 
Character. 
Finally, W = want their ſtrong Faith and af- 
ding Views of another World. They were Men 
rs Wl of Faith, and of the Holy Ghoſt. They preach- 
dus d of Heaven and the World to come, like 
feen already there, or like Perſons, with 
t. Paul, juſt come down from the third Hea- 
ens to call Men up thither. As this World 
as Nothing to them, ſo the unſeen World was 
ways full in their Eyes, and wrought pow- 
fully on their Hearts. This fir'd their Souls 
ith an holy Ardour, and kept alive their 
eal in every Part of their Work and Ser- 
Nees, and made em out-do themſelves: But 
as! we want in our Days ſuch a lively Faith 
animate our Endeavours, and give Lite and 
Four to our Miniſtrations. 
Ap thus you ſee the ſecond grand Defect 
Goſpel Miniſters in our Times, and which 
y much obſtructs the Succeſs of the Goſpel 
among 
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among us, and that is, Want of 
IPRO OE D now to the 

III. Grand defect in Goſpel Miniſters, 
and that is Want of Conduct. This is an- 
other main Obſtruction to the Succeſs of the 
Goſpel in our Days. The firſt Preachers of 
the Goſpel had not only better Heads and better 
Hearts but alſo better Management too. We 
come very ſhort in this Reſpect. | 

Arp here now in ſpeaking to the DefeRs of 
our Management I ſhall. 

1. Suzw our Defects in regard of the man- 
ner of our Conduct. 

2. TAR E notice of two or three Principal 
Defects in regard of our Duty itſelf in ſome 
of its moſt Important Branches. - 

1. Gry me leave very briefly to ſhew 
our Defects in the Manner of our Conduct. 
And here I doubt we are defective. 

In regard of the Seriouſneſs of our Mana- 


gement. 
Ix regard of the Prudence of our Manage- 


ment. 

Ix regard of the Faithfulneſs of our Mana- 
gement. And, 

In regard of our Diligence, and Applica- 
tion, and the Zeal of our Management. 


I. In regard of the Seriouſneſs of our Manage- 
ment, both in the Pulpit and out of it. I do not 
ſpeak now of Serjouſneſs in Reſpect of Perſonal 
Character ſpoken of before, but in regard of the 
manner in which we manage our Work. O my 
Brethren, let us dread the Thoughts, of being 
charg'd by Go p another Day, of baving tra 


Muſick, as one ſays, to dying Men inſtead of PA- 
fiek. Such dealing wica Mens Souls, wm 
en 
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end in this at laſt, O that I had never been 4 
Miniſter, &c. I wiſh there be not too much of 


this among us. We can never expect to do 
any Good among our People till they perceive 


we are ſerious and in good Earneſt with them. 


O let us, above all Things then, take Care to 


diſcover ſuch a ſerious Spirit in every Part of 


our Work and Management. If Goo be ſe- 


rious in His Propoſals of Life to dying Men; 
If Cu RIõ 1 be ſerious in his Death and Sut- 
ferings for em; If the bleſſed Spirit be ſerious 
in all his Motions and Strivings with them; 
And if Death and Judgment, Heaven and 
Hell, be all of em ſerious Things ; how ſerious 
then ſhould we Miniſters be, in all our A- 
plications to dying Men, and in every Part of 


the important Charge committed to us. 


2. JIDo usr we are no leſs defective in 


the Prudential Part of our Management. What 


Need of ſpiritual Wiſdom has every Goſpel Mi- 
niſter, to know how to apply himſelf ſuitably 
to the various Caſes and Conditions of his 
People. For want of this Prudence and Diſcre- 
tion, how often do we loſe all our Pains, and 
defeat and hinder the Succeſs of our beſt En- 
deavours; Miniſters above all Men have need 
of Prudence. Be wiſe as Serpents *. There is no 
Caſe, Circumſtance, or Exigence, no Part of 
our Duty, Work, or Office, no Part of our 
Lives, no Seaſon we can be, in which 7 
dom is not requir'd ; without it we can neither 
guide, nor manage, nor feed the Flock of 
CHRisT. I fear our Defects herein, have 
very much obſtructed the Succeſs of our En- 
deavours. O what Work has the zndiſcreet 
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* See Dr. Calamy's Prudence of the Serpent, &c. 
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and imprudent Management of ſome Miniſters 
made in many Places! And what Harm and 
Prejudice, have their Labours receiv'd there- 


by? Gop knows, we all need more Prudence 
and Wiſdom. Let us ask it of Gon. 


3. 'T1s well if there are not great Defects 


' alſo in Regard even of the Faithfulneſs of our 


Management. How Few of us have been fo 
aithful to Gon, to our own Conſciences, and 
to the Souls of Men, as thoſe fr Preachers 
were? Alas! in how many Reſpects muſt we 
charge ourſelves with Unfcichfulneſs And is 
it any Wonder, that the good Work has not 
proſper'd in ſuch Hands? Not that I think 
there are no faithful e Miniſters among us; 
but Go o knows, that the beſt of us all need 
merciful Allowances, before we can claim that 
Character. There are ſad and lamentable 
Defects in the Fairbfulneſs of the beſt. What 
Want of Boldneſs, Courage and Reſolution, 
for Gov in many Caſes, and on many Oc- 
caſions? How often have we feared the Face 
of Men, and betrayed the Cauſe of Gop? 
What Want of Steddineſs and Impartiality in 
our Proceedings? In how many Reſpects 
have we come ſhort of that due Care and 
Watchfulneſs over our Flocks, in the Fre- 
quency and Fervency of our Prayers and 
Tears, and Warnings, and Inſtructions ? And 
what a wretched Account can we give, if 
Gov ſhould be ſtrict to require ir, of our 
Talents, and Seaſons, and Opportunities, and 
of the many periſhing Souls committed to our 
Charge? So that we have abundant Reaſon 
to look on our Urfaitbfulneſs as a main Ground 
and Cauſe of the little Succeſs of the Goſpel in 


our Days. Bur, 


4. A nd 


” hf yy FA ww. wa 


9 Q 9 


SO ym © Wauws = mw 


4 A 
218 * 


A 
SD ©: 2 


Character and Succeſs. 


. 


4. And lafily, W x have been eſpecially de- 
fective in Regard of Diligence and Application; 
and in Reſpect of the Zeal of our Management. 


Herein we are fallen vaſtly ſhort of the firſt - 


Preachers of the Goſpel, and this no Doubt, has 


been another principal Cauſe and Ground of 


the Want of Succeſs. O how far ſhort do we 
come of the immenſe Labours, Travels, Suf- 
ferings and Services of the firſt Publiſhers of 
thoſe glad Tidings ! We have not wrought 
and labour'd in the Vineyard, as they have 
done, and ſo our Fruit and Succeſs have been 
anſwerable. 

Ir is to be feared, that Few that have en- 
gaged in the Miniſtry in theſe latter Times, 
have undertaken it with equal Thoughts of 
the Awfulneſs of the Charge, of the Weight 
of the Truſt, of the Dreadfulneſs of the Rec- 
koning, and yet at the ſame Time, of the 
Hazard and Difficulty of Managing it aright, 
and of the immenſe Care, Labour and Dili- 
gence, requir'd thereto. "Tis ſuch a Charge, 
lo awful and tremendous upon all theſe Ac- 
counts, that as Piſhop S:illingfleet obſerves, 
Some of the eloquent Fathers of the Church 
* have run it to ſuch a Height by their Fi- 
fs gures and Flights as if they had a Mind to 
* diſcourage all humble and modeſt Men from 
* undertaking it; ſo that if we were to 
2 judge (ſays he) by their Writings upon this 


* that none but thoſe who had a mind to be 


* damn'd, woul1 undertake ſuch a Charge; 
* in ſo much, (ſays he) that I do not won- 


Argument, Qne would be ready to think, 


te der, that they ran into Solitudes, and with. | 


drew from the World upon it; bur [ won- 
* der more, how they came from thence and 
* undertook the ſame Charge, without an- 
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„ {wering their own Arguments; though I 
* think it well (adds he) for the Church that 
* they did return, and do Go p good Service 
therein. 

THis, no doubt, was to run the Matter 
too high; but however, this ſnews with what 
an awful Senſe of the great and weighty Un- 
dertaking they entred upon their Work: And 
though the Greatneſs of the Work ſhould not 
deterr ſuch as are good, and humble, and con- 
ſciencious Men from undertaking it, nor make 
ſuch decline the Church's Service on this Ac- 
count; yet it ſhould engage them to under- 
take it with all that Fear and Trembling, and 
when once engag'd in it, to proſecute it with 
all that Care and Diligence that ſuch a Charge 
demands and calls for. And thus much we 
may gather upon the Whole, That without 
a more than ordinary Care and Circumſpec- 
tion, we cannot diſcharge this Work with a 
good Conſcience, nor ever hope for Succeſs 
in it. 

T xx Work of a Goſpel Miniſter is certain- 
ly very great, and requires all our Weight, 
Induſtry and Application, to manage it well. 
My Brethren, We have put our Hands to 
this Plough, and it is too late to think of 
looking back. And O conſider, (as a 
great Man ſays) The Husbandman's Work 
is laborious and painful, and continually 
returning. Believe it, all our Pains are lit- 
tle enough to awake ſleeping, ſecure Sin- 
ners, to inſtruct the Ignorant, to reclaim 
the Vicious, to rebuke the Prophane, to 
convince the Erroneous, to latisfy the 
Doubting, to confirm the Wavering, to 
recover the Lapſed, and to be uſeful to all 
according to their ſeveral Seer 
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c and Conditions.” We are to mind theſe 
Things, and to take heed to'em, at the Peril 
of "pany the Blood of Souls, and the Blood of 
God too, laid at our Doors, according to Ezek. 
iii. 18. and As xx. 28. O how Few then 
that have undertaken the Miniſtry have count- 
ed the Coſt of ſuch a Charge, or beſtowed a 
due Application thereupon. 

Now tothe Want of this Application, is 
certainly owing the little Succeſs of the Goſpel 
in our Days, While the Miniſtry is only 
taken up as an eaſy, and honourable Profe(- 
fion, the Wages minded, and the Work neg- 
lected, the Fleece watch'd, and the Flock left 
to ſtray and wander, what good Fruits, or 
what Succeſs can be expected? And yer 
where is the Miniſter, almoſt, left in this de- 
generate Age, or atleaſt, how ſmall is their 
Number, that do thus ſet themſelves with all 
their Might to the faithful Diſcharge of their 
Office? How Few that ſtudy unto Paleneſs, 
and preach unto Faintneſs, and never think 
any Pains or Labours too great for the Sal- 
vation of Souls 2 Who conſider themſelves as 
ſent by Gov into the World, to open «Mens 
Eyes, and turn them from Darkneſs to marvellous 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God; 
and accordingly ſet themſelves to this, as their 
great and main Work, and continue in it, 
and reſolve at any Rate or Coſt, to anſwer 
their Character, and fulfil their Miniſtry? 
And how plain and manifeſt is it, that tis 
for want of ſuch Application and Induſtry, that 


the Succeſs of the Goſpel is at a Stand among 
u 


the Manner of our Conduct, 


2. 1 


8. 
Ax p ſo much for thoſe Defects that regard 
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2. I PROC to take Notice of two or 
three principal Defects in regard of our Duty 
itſelf, in ſome of its moſt important Branches, 
which very much obſtruct the Szcceſs of the 
Goſpel in our Times. We ſhall find on a lit- 
tle Reflection, that the Defects of our Con- 
duct and Management, ſcarce appear greater 
in any Thing, than in theſe Inſtances. And 
theſe are as follows: 
1. War of Diſcipline in our Churches. 
2. War of taking a due Care of the 
Youth of our Congregations. 
3. WAN T of private, as well as publick 
Warnings and Inſtructions. 3 5 
i. WANT of Diſcipline in our Churches. Till 
this be reſtored, we cannot expect to ſee the 
Succeſs of our Labours. A great Man obſerves, 
* That when the Preaching of the Goſpel is 
not back'd with Diſcipline, it can never 
*© have that Effect it wou'd produce in Con- 
junction With it.“ It muſt be the Purity 
and Order of our Churches, that muſt draw 
Converts. Promiſcuous Admiſſions, on one 
Hand, have done very great Diſſervice to 
the Intereſt of Religion; and we have 
Reaſon to thank Gop, that we for our Parts 
are under no enſnaring Obligations to diſ- 
pence with ſuch. Where the Holy SACRA“Z§ 
MENT is proftituted, twill be hard to keep 
up the Credit and Veneration of any Thing 
dacred among us. And where Religion loſes 
Credit, it ſoon loſes Ground. The Goſpel 
never proſpers more, than when the Honour 
of its Holy Myſteries and Inſtitutions is duly 
preſerv'd. But if ſome People in the World 
are faulty on one Hand in ſuch promiſcu- 
ous Admiſſions; how much more generally, 
are we all fo, in Regard of our conſequent Ne- 
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leck, ? How faulty, in not maintaining a juſt 
Diſcipline in all its neceſſary Branches after- 
wards? Tis a miſtaken Notion that ſome 
People have taken up, That ſuch a Diſcipline 
as this, would rather leflen our Churches, 
and drive People from our Communions, than 
draw em to us. The contrary rather is ma- 
nifeſt. Even that extraordinary Act of Diſ- 
cipline (if I may be allow'd to call it fo) 
which the Apoſtles themſelves exercis'd againſt 
Ananias and his Wife Sapphbira, and which 
ſtruck all che People with Awe, yet is parti- 
cularly obſervd to have contributed to the 
Spreading and Encreaſe of the Goſpel. See 
eActs v. 11. After the Story of eAnanias and 
Sapphira, he oblerves, great Fear came upon the 
Churches, and upon as Many as heard theſe Things. 
And though ver. 13. it appears, that the 
Wicked and Jutinan durſt not joyn themſelves 
to them on this Score; yet wer. 14. he ob- 
ſerves, That on this Occaſion, Believers were 
the more added to the Church, Multitudes both 
of Men and Women. And if ſuch were the 
Effects of this extraordinary Act of Severity 
at the firſt Gathering of the Chriſtian Church, 
need we be afraid of the Conſequences of the 
ordinary Acts of Diſcipline in our Time? I 


fear, till this Diſcipline, I am ſpeaking of, be 
| reſtor'd, our Churches will never recover their 
Credit and Authority, nor the Goſpel its an- 
client Succeſs. Let the Objections againſt ic 
be what it will, it has been the Opinion of 
the greateſt Men, That Nothing, by the 


Bleſſing of God, would tend more to the 


Encreaſe of our Churches, than a prudent, 
faichful. tender, and yet bold and impartial 
Exerciſe hereof. In ſhort, If Diſcipline in our 
Churches be an Ordinance of Go d, it will 


have 
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5 have Go 0's Bleſſing, and it will ſtand and be 
of Uſe in the Churches. And there ſeems 


© to be Nothing more ſtrange, (as One well 
* obſerves) than that any ſhould oppoſe the 
© Reſtoration of Diſcipline, and yet at the 
« ſame Time acknowledge the Scriptures to 
© be the Rule of Religion.” But, 
2. ANOTHER great Defect in our Ma- 
nagement, and which very much obſtructs 
the Succeſs of the Goſpel, ſeems to be A Want 
of taking a due Care of the Youth of our Congrega- 
tions. A fundamental Error and Defect in re- 
gard of Succeſs : For if we have any Proſpect 
of Succeſs at all, it lies chiefly among the 
young Generation; ſo that where Theſe are ne- 
glected, and not duly Catechiz'd and Inſtructed, 
we {trike at the Root of our own Hopes and 
Expectations. Catechizing and Inſtructing Youth, 
came in, or rather was reviv'd, and reſtored, 
with the REFORMATION; and this is the 
only Thing that can long ſupport it; without 
it we are running back apace to Romitſh Ig- 
norance and Darkneſs, and ſo to a Period of 
all Religion. Tis of the laſt Importance then 
to the Succeſs of the Goſpel, that we take 
more Care of the advancing Generation among 
us; and that the Miniſter's Eye be particu- 
larly on the Lambs of the Flock, and his Charge 


John xxi. of them very Peculiar ; Feed my Lambs. We 


15. 


do Nothing, almoſt, if we neglect this. Preach- 
ing does very little Good, where Catechizing 
is wholly laid aſide. The one prepares for 
the other, and each have their peculiar Ad- 
vantages. There is a Kind of State (as 
One obſerves) in Preaching ; but in Cate- 
* chizing there is an humble Condeſcenſion 
ce to the Capacities of the People, which is 
very uſeſul. And if Sermons have the 

Advantage 
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Advantage in Inflaming, which is beſt done 
by a labour'd Speech ; yet the other by Way 
of Pueftion, and eAnſwer, has by much the 
Advantage in informing. | 
Bur here perhaps, we are as defective in 
our Management of this Part of our Work as 
any. "Tis not the Teaching of Children, that 
is here principally intended; but the Inſtruc- 
ting the Grown and more advanced Youth: And 
here again, not ſo much the Teaching them 
a Set of Phraſes, as the making them under- 
ſtand the true Grounds of Religion. And per- 
haps, after all, there might be a more plain, 
and familiar Way of Catechizing deviſed, than 
is yet practiſed in moſt Places. Give me 
Leave to offer the Suggeſtion, with all Hu- 
mility. I ſay, beſides the more ſet and labo- 
rious Way in publick, there might be a flighter 
Form of Catechizing, (as One calls it) found 
out, that would be more adapted to the Un- 
derſtandings and Capacities of plain People: 
I have known and ſeen this Method practis'd 
with good Succeſs in the Churches of Scotland; 
and *tis recommended by an Excellent Perſon 
of the Church of England *. This might be 
managed by asking ſome very plain Queſti- 
ons, out of the ordinary Form of Catechizing ; 
and by helping at the ſame Lime, and che- 
riſhing the Anſwerer, either by making them 
{till more plain by apt Compariſons, and 
even ſometimes by making the Queſtion im- 
ply the Anſwer. A due Skill (as this Excel- 


lent Perſon obſerves) in this familiar Mechod 


of Catechizing, would be an admirable Way 
of inſtructing, and would ſometimes draw 


* 8 * 
* Mr, George Herbert. LCA 
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out of ignorant. and filly People, ſome very 
ſurprizing Things, even in the dark, and deep 
Points of Religion. This was the Method, 
he further tells us, that Socrates made uſe of, 
with ſo good Succeſs in his Philoſophy. And 
ſo by Queſtions well ordered, he found Ph;- 
loſophy in poor Tradeſmen. I am perſuaded 
it fuch a Method were ſometimes made ule of 
by eMinifters, it would exceedingly contri- 
bute to the Encreaſe of Knowledge, and 
thereby to the Advancement and Succeſs of 
our Holy Religion. But, 

3. AxoTutr Defect in regard of our Ma- 
nagement is, Want of private and perſonal, as 
well as publick Warnings and Exhortations. And 
herein, I doubt, we have all of us come very 
ſhort, A particular and private Application, 
when prudently manag'd, has been of ſpecial 
Uſe on many Occaſions, and done more 
Good than a Sermon. 'The Apoſtle St. Paul 
taught publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe, and 
ceas d not to warn the Epheſians Night and Day 
with Tears. If we cannot come up in all Re- 
ſpecs to this bleſſed Pattern, yet moſt cer- 
tainly Something. more ſhould be done this 
Way, than moſt Miniſters in our Times do. 
I doubt, till more Conſcience be made of this 
private Inſpection of Families and Perſons, 
we ſhall not ſee the defir d Succeſs of our publick 


Applications and Addreſſes. The People have] 


got an caſly Way of turning the deaf Ear to a 


Sermon; but they could not ſo eaſily avoid] 

the Force of a particular Addreſs. Iis plain, . 
therefore, that little Good is like to be done 
among our People, while our Work is whol- 
ly confin'd to the Pulpit. Herein is another 
very great Defect in our Management. Ti 
wot enough (ſays a great Man) to preach a Ser- 
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mon or two in a Wicks Time; but the great 
Difficulty lies in Watching over the Flock, know- 


bly to them. eAnd he that is a Stranger to his 
Flock (ſays he) and wiſits them only now and 
then, can never be ſaid to watch over them; 
be may watch over the Fleeces, but underſtands 
little of the State of his Flock. O that we Mi- 
niſters were more truly ſenſible of this De- 
fect; and may learn to apply a proper Re- 
medy hereto. 

AND thus I have, I hope, with all Humi- 
lity enquir'd into the Grounds and Cauſes of 
the Want of Succeſs as it relates to us Miniſters, 
And ſhewn how it proceeds from 

WANT of Caraciry, 

WANT of CHaRACTER, 

WanrtotConpucr. 

Giv me leave to conclude with a brief 
ArPIICATTION. 

W Ha Tt has been ſaid, lets us ſee who are 
the Men that are like to be Uſeful in our 
Churches, and do Gop Service in their 
Time, viz. Men of ſuch a Capacity, Character, 
and Conduct, as I have been deſcribing. It 
is highly incumbent therefore, on thoſe who 
ſend forth Miniſters in our Times, to be well 
appriz'd of their Capacity and Charater firſt, 


thereby to become more ſecure of their 
Conduct, and by that of their Succeſs after- 


wards. Again, 
W Har has been ſaid, yields a very melan- 
choly Reflection to us eMiniſters. O, that ever 


| the Succeſs of the ever-blefſed Goipel ſhould 
ſtick ſo much at us, whoſe whole Work and 
| Buſineſs it is to advance it! 


Wuar has been ſaid, moreover, yield: 
on the firft, and happy 
; Al 
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ing their Condition, and applying curſelves ſuita- 
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Ages of Chriſtianity, O what bleſſed Days 
were theſe both to Miniſters and People! O 
how pleaſant were the Labours of the one, 
and how glorious the Fruits of the other 
And, O ! will thoſe happy Days never return 
again? 

Bur the principal Uſe I ſhall make of this 
Subject, ſhall be to call Miniſters of all De- 
nominations, to do what in them lies to re- 
pair all their Defects; to retrieve their Characters; 
and to redreſs, and redlify all their Neglects and 
Miſmanagements, in order to the Reviving this 


_ defir'd Succeſs of the ever- bleſſed Goſpel among 


us. If this may be done, we may yet lee thoſe 
Happy Days return, the Hand of the Lo RD 
go forth with his Miniſters, and much People 
added to the LoR D: And then, though 
we have been toiling all Night, and caught No- 
thing, we ſhall however, at our Lord's Com- 
mand let down the Net again, and make a large 
Draught. 

O, My Brethren, let us do our Parts to- 
wards the Reviving, of this bleſſed Cauſe and 
Intereſt, which, alas! has by our Means been 
too viſibly decaying and declining. O how 
does it import us Miniſters, to be now more 
than ever, ſober and wigilant, active and in- 
duſtrious ; to be holy, juſt, prudent, temperate, 
bold and grave, in all our Ways: And to 
ſtudy both by our Characters, and by our La- 
bours to advance our bleſſed Lo x D and Ma- 
sTER'S Work and Intereſt among Men! O 
let us burn, and let us ſhine, and by our 
Examples, as well as by our Preaching, lead 
others to Heaven with uss 

Lr us remember every Day, that we are 
Miniſters of the Lord JESUS: And this 
Thought will nat fail of ſuggeſting to * 
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what we are ; what we have engag d to be ; and 
undertaken to do. Let us every Day ſet be- 
fore our Eyes thoſe bright and ſhining Pat- 
terns of Patience, Self-denial, Labours and 
Long-ſufferings of the firſ# Preachers of the 
Goſpel; and let us ſet ourſelves in good 
Earneſt, and with all our Minds, to fulfill our 
Miniſtry. And in order to this, 

LET us keep cloſe to our Congregitions, Not 
but that there are, and may be, very honeſt 
and lawful Occaſions of being for a Time 
abſent from them; and juſt and reaſonable 
Allowances muſt be always made for Health, 
and neceſſary Buſineſs, &c. But in the main, 
our Buſineſs lies at Home with our own 
Charge ; and our Work goes not on 1n our 
Abſence. * The Work and Duties of a Mi- 
* niſter (as One well obſerves) are of that 
© Nature, that they imply Reſidence ; as that 
* of a Pilot in a Ship, which ſuppoſes his 
* Preſence to guide and direct it. 

MoREOvE R, Let us keep cloſe to our Work 3 
otherwiſe, we are abſent When at Home. If 
the Pilot be in the Ship, and yet be not 
in his proper Place and Station, and Work, 
and Buſineſs, then he had as good be away, 
Let us ſtick to our Buſineſs then; and, with 
the firſt Preachers, give ourlelves wholly to 
theſe Things; Let us cloath ourſelves with 
Zeal as with a Garment ; and be willing to 
ſpend, and to be ſpent in the good Work. 
*-?*Tis true, it is poſſible (as One ſays) that 
© after all, the Harveſt may not anſwer ; 
* but yet, if we neither Plough, nor Sow, 
* we can expect no Return. 

Bur above all, 

Le us keep cloſe unto our Gon. Let us 
be Men of Prayer: Bene oraſſe eſt bene aan 

Ps 15 
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'Tis the Divine Preſence with us, that can 

only make us fucceſsful Miniſters. This is 

the Way to have Gop proſper the Plough; 

My Brethren, We draw very near to Gon 

in publick Ordinances, when we bear the 

Veſſels of the LoD. O, let us draw near 

to Gop at all Times, and abide with Gov! 

*Twas the Character of one of the firſt 

Preachers of Righteouſneſs | Enoch] That he 
walked with Gov. 

AND now, to encourage us in our ar- 

duous Work, give me Leave to ſuggeſt a 

few Things briefly. 

LzrT us conſider then, 


1. Ws ore Building upon the Foundation of 
the eApoſtles, and of the primitive Preachers of 
the Goſpcl. Come, fear not then, neither be 
diſmayed. The Work is the Lok p's, and 
it will proſper. And 2s they were happy 
that began it; fo ſhall choſe be that finiſh 
it. As they were happy that laid the Foun- 
dation with ſo much Honour and Succeſs ; 
fo happy ſhall they be that ſhall put on the 
Top Stone, and cry Grace, Grace, unto it. 
Let us by this Conſideration, be encou- 
raged, and animated in our Work. Let us 
tik: Heart, we are ſerving the ſame M a- 
STER, we are engaged in the ſame glorious 
Cask, Which is ſure to proſper at laſt. 
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2. We are more immediately entred into the 
Work and Labours of Excellent Fathers and Pre- | fo 
deceſſors, which ſhould alſo be no (mall Encou- 1 
ragement to us. We are called to ſucceed both I 94 
in the Services, and Sufferings, of very Ex- 
cellent and Venerable Men of the laſt Age, 
of whom the World was not worthy, Sy 

they 
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they were treated as the Off. ſcouring of all 
Things, and are ſo ſtill, in reſpect of their 
N ames and Aemories, by mean and infa- 
mous Pens: But tis no new Thing in Eng- 
land, to have the Graves and Aſhes of its 
moſt eminent Worthies inſulted; though ne- 
ver certainly with leſs Regard to Truth, Ho- 
nour and Conſcience, than on this laſt Oc- 
caſion f. Theſe Men have labeured, and we 
are enter d into their Labours. We are ſtand- 
ing this Day in their Room, and filling their 
Poſts : Some of us in the very ſame Places, 
where our ewn Fathers and Anceſtors ſtood, 
and witneſſed for Gon, and expir'd in His 
Service. And ſhould not this inflame us 
with an ardent Zeal, like Theirs, for our 
Lo RD and MasTER; and fill us with an 


holy Emulation to come up to the Height 
of their Characters ? 


3. We bope ſhortly to ſit down with all theſe 
former and latter Worthies, in the ſame Heaven, 
and ſhare with them in the ſame bleſſed Reward, 
and to be with them in the Kingdom of Life, 
and Light, and Love, and Peace, for ever. And 
ſhall not this animate us to our Work? Can 
we expect to follow them thither, without 
Treading in the ſame Steps? Or, to ſhine 
with them There, without ſhining like them 
Here? 


4. Co Ns DER again farther, That Ve, 


for our PARTS, like the firſt Preachers of 


the Goſpel, are under leſs Temptations, than ſome 
others, to ſeek our Accounts in this World ; and 
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therefore we bave the more Reaſon to ſecure em in 
another. Our Succeſs here, and our Hope of 
Heaven hereafter, is all that we can ra- 
tionally have in our Eye. As for greatPlaces, 
and high Preferments, they are not among 
us. As for the Honours and Dignities of 
this World, they are not within our re- 
moteſt View, Proſpect, or ExpeRation. Nay, 
on the contrary, little elſe bur Straits and 
Embarraſsments, Difficulties and Diſcou- 
ragements, ſeem to a- wait the greateſt Part 
of us here below. We are ſet forth in theſe 
latter Days, as Spe#acles to the World, as ma- 
ny better Men have been before us ; and we 
have little to expect from a World that hates 
our Character. And therefore *tis very 
ſtrange, that our moſt ungenerous Enemies 
ſhould be able to harbour a Thought, that 
we take up the e Miniſtry under all theſe 
Diſadvantages, for ſecular Ends. No; if we 
had the World in our Eye, we know a ſhort- 
er Way to Riches, Honours, and Advance- 
ment, than by becoming Diſſenting Mini- 
fters. It is to be hoped then, my Reverend 


Fathers and Brethren, that we who are un- 


der ſo ſmall Temptations to ſeek our Re- 
ward here, ſhall think that we have the more 
abundant Reaſon to do our utmoſt to make 
our Miniſtry turn to a better Account an- 
other Day. 


5. To encourage us yet further: Let us 
conſider, That we have a Promiſe of our M A- 
STER'S Preſence with us in theſe Iaſt Days: Lo, 
I am with you always, even to the End of the 
World. With you as duly qualified ; with you 
as duly called; and with you as duly employed ; 
1. e. With you in your Work, and Ann 
; an 
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and Patience, &c. In ſhort, Hs is with us, 
while we are with Him: Witch us in our 
Studies, and with us in our Pulpits, and with 
usin our Reproaches, and with us in all our 
honeſt Attempts and Endeavours : And how 
ſhould ſuch a Preſence of the Sox of Gop 
with us, encourage and ſupport us ? 


6. To move us yet further, Let us conſider, 
That we are nearer the Ends of the World, and the 
ſecond Coming of Chriſt, than theſe firſt Preachers 
of the Goſpel were. And upon this eAccount, it 
might be expected, that our Zeal ſhould be in Pro- 
we greater. O, my Brethren, Can we 

orget our Work, or neglect our Charge, or 
let our Sermons freeze in our Lips, when now 
at laſt the Clouds are ready to open, and the 
Son of Man to come forth ; and when the 
Judge 1s even at the Door. 


7. And Laſtly, 'T 1s no ſmall Encouragement 
to us in our Work, That our Miniſtry is not alto- 
gether without Succeſs after all. That Goo 
has viſibly own'd us and approv'd our Mini- 
ſtry, and is pleas'd to work with us in tranſ- 
forming Souls, And that we have ſo many 
legible Epiſtles, in the Hearts and Lives of ſome 
of thoſe that attend our Preaching, as to be 
able hereby to ſtop the Mouths of Gainſayers, 
and put our Miniſtry upon the Proof, to the 
Conviction of all the World. This gives us 
Hope that the bleſſed Work may yer Revive 
and become glorious again. 


A Wok to the People: 
You ſee how ready your Miniſters are to 
Charge themſelves with having on their Parts 


Contributed to the preſent declining State of 


the 
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the Church and Goſpel among us. But I am 

rſuaded you do not think the whole Blame 
lies at our Doors, but that you ought in all 
Reaſon to take a very large Share of it to your 
ſelves. 

Y o u muſt conſider, that it was not the De- 
ſign of this Preſent Diſcourſe, to make a general 
Enquiry into the Grounds and Cauſes of the 
Want of Succeſs. The Time wou'd have failed 
us to have enumerated the manifold Obſtruc- 


tions hereto on the Peoples Part. As we have. 


therefore been conſidering this Argument only 
with Relation to Miniſters, we have purpoſely 
avoided to extend this Enquiry any further. 

I SHart only ſay in General therefore 
at preſent: How many faithful Miniſters are 
there this Day, who have Reaſon to take up 
the Prophet's Complaint, Who hath believed 
Our Report : And to whom is the eArm of the 
Lord revealed? And to lament bitterly, that 
they ba ve laboured in vain, and ſpent their Strength 
for nought, and in vain. Yet ſurely their Fudg- 
ment is with the Lord, and their Reward is their 
God; and though Iſrael be not gather d, they 
ſhall be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord. Or, 
if ſome Few have come in at their Call, 
when they have been ſent forth to invite 'em 
to the e Marriage-Supper, and to tell 'em, That 
all Things were ready: Yet, how have the great- 
eſt Part made their ſeveral Excuſes, and gone 
One to bis Farm, and another to his Mercbandixe; 
and ſent em back to their Maſter with Grief, 
and Sorrow, and Diſappointment, ſaying, 
Lord, we have done as thou haſt commanded, and 
yet there is Room. 


5 


T1s very plain then, where the Succeſs of 


the Goſpel mainly ſticks, and at whom. Let 
Miniſters have their juſt Blame: But let the 


People 
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People conſider by how many ungenerous Me- 
thods Many of them have weaken'd the Hands 
and Hearts of Miniſters in the good Work; In 
how many ſad, and lamentable Inſtances orhers 
of em, that make the higheſt Profeſſions, have 
offended and ſcandaliz d an obſerving World, 
and chrown Stumbling-blocks in their Way ; 
and how the far greateſt Part of them are by a 
wretched and fatal Obſtinacy to chis Day, 
wilfully ſhutting their Eyes, and Ears, and 
Hearts, againſt Goſpel Light, and Goſpel 
Grace. Even the Sow of Gop Hinlelf, of 
whom it was witneſſed, That never Man liv'd, 
or 75 like him; yet meets with little Suc- 
ceſs among a harden'd People, and finds Himſelf 
conſtrain'd to throw back Mens juſt Condem- 
nation on their own Heads, Ye will not come 
to me, that ye might have Life. 

O, THzxrErors, let both Miniſters and 
People join together in humble and ſincere 
Lamentations, and unite in vigorous and hear- 
ty Endeavours to recover and advance the 
good Work, at leaſt, to ſome nearer Ap- 
proaches to its Primitive Luſtre and Glory. 
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